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,'uaus to Iielp the people out ol the present difficulty With
•Jie greatest economy and least noise, he is carrying out a
scheme which would have cost others double the amount,
ind we only hope that Government will support him in lir.
generous eadeavoms. Calm, considerate, and bold, Mr.
Doit is a quiet sort of a man, arid has his work uppermost
Jn his heart. But for hi^n. the sub-division would hardiy
have recovered. We- earnestly hope hjs endeavours will be
crowned with success. We pray to God that he may live
a long life, and earn the approbation of Government and
his countrymen."
After about a year and a half of arduous labour, Romesh
Dutt left the island in April 1878 His v/ork had merited
lecognition by Government, and it is to the credit of the
Administration of the day that after certain other postings
of short duration Romesh Chunder was given charge of the
District of Bankura for three months in 1881 and again of
the District of Balasore for a further period of three months
in 18S2. Finally, in December 1882, in spite of racial pre-
judices Government approved of Romesh Dutt's selection for
the Executive Branch of the Service, and thus conceded in
practice the principle that Indian officers of merit could,
equally with their British colleagues, hold executive charge
oC Districts. Though one would be inclined in the present
day to ridicule the magnitude of the '"concession", and to
regard the then prevailing attitude as one of unreasonable
prejudice characteristic of an imperial regime, which un-
doubtedly it was, the strength of the feeling 3$ it then exist-
ed was intense and it needed a person of the merit and
stature of Romesh Dutt to break through it and introduce
a measure of rationality in the relations between the British
rulers and the Indian subjects.
The decisions to appoint Romesh Dutt as Magistrate of
Balasore and later to the Executive Branch of the Service

